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The Stinging Moon

In the evening
I searched the sand
for something to own
the perfect shell
a dropped coin
aring.

I found
a big bubble
a jiggly bobble
a crystal wobble
a circle of snot
an ink blot
a sea sack
an injured
flat-pack
planet.

I wanted
to peel it off

the sand

like a thrilling scab

to feel the weight
of its wobble
to cover my whole face
with its chilly flab.

I cast
my voice
out over the waves.

Hey, sea,

you dropped
this thing
can I have it?
She said
Don’t touch

that moon
still stings.

Rata Gordon

.y



The Stinging Moon

by Rata Gordon
illustration by Lisa Baudry

The text and illustrations are copyright © Crown 2023.

For copyright information about how you can use this material, go to:
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2023 by the Ministry of Education,
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz

All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978 1 77690 973 5 (online)
ISSN 2624 3636 (online)

Publishing Services: Lift Education E Ta

Editor: Susan Paris

Designer: Jodi Wicksteed

Literacy Consultant: Melanie Winthrop

Consulting Editors: Helen Pearse-Otene, Emeli Sione, and Lisa Fuemana

The Stinging Moon

In the evening
Isearched the sand
for something to own
the perfect shell
a dropped coin
aring.
1 found
a big bubble
ajiggly bobble
a crystal wobble
acircle of snot
an ink blot
asea sack
an injured
flat-pack
planet.
Iwanted
to peel it off
the sand
like a thrilling scab
to feel the weight
of its wobble
to cover my whole face
with its chilly flab.
Icast
my voice
out over the waves.
Hey, sea,
you dropped
this thing
can I have it?
She said
Don’t touch
that moon
still stings.

Rata Gordon

JOURNAL

JUNE 2023

SCHOOL JOURNAL LEVEL 3 JUNE 2023

Curriculum learning area
Reading year level

Keywords

FI]1'I
Te Poutahi

Curriculum Centre

English

Year 5

beach, jellyfish, nature, ocean,

Te Tahuhu o
te Mdatauranga

Ministry of Education

poetry, sea

Te Kawanatanga
o Aotearoa

New Zealand Government





